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Charts, Commerce and Conquest 
FRYER LIBRARY COMMEMORATED THE 400TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DUYFKEN VISIT WITH 
A MAP EXHIBITION SHOWCASING THE LIBRARY’S HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT MAPS, 
ATLASES AND JOURNALS. DR JEFF RICKERTT, CURATOR OF THE EXHIBITION, DISCUSSES 
THE PHILOSOPHY BEHIND IT.
In November 1605 a small ship, the 
Duyfken, slipped quietly out of the port 
of Bantam in the Netherlands East Indies, 
and headed east, its Dutch captain and 
crew, according to witness John Saris, 
intent on ‘the discovery of the Land called 
Nova Guinea which, as it is said, affordeth 
great store of Gold.’ Four months later, 
after visiting the southern shores of West 
Papua, the ship made landfall on a stretch 
of coastline which its commander thought 
was still New Guinea. It was in fact the 
western coast of Cape York Peninsula, 
somewhere near Pennefather River. 
Without realising it, the Flemmings, as 
Saris called them, were the first Europeans 
known to have sighted mainland Australia.
The logbook of the Duyfken’s commander, 
Willem Janszoon, has not survived. 
However, we can surmise from what we 
know of the voyage that he did not regard 
his discovery with much enthusiasm. Even 
before reaching Australia, eight of the 
Duyfken’s crew had been killed by warriors 
on the Papuan coast; and a ninth was to 
die from spear wounds inflicted during 
a clash with Aborigines near the mouth 
of the Wenlock River. After the Duyfken 
returned to Banda, Saris recorded that the 
Dutchmen had indeed discovered ‘Nova 
Ginny’, but after nine of them were killed 
the rest ‘were constrained to returne, 
finding no good to be done there.’
What did survive this rather inauspicious 
pre-colonial encounter was Janszoon’s 
chart. As a lone artefact it tells us little of 
the Duyfken story, and certainly gives away 
nothing of Dutch motivations or details of 
the clash with Aborigines which in a sense 
prefigured the pattern of colonial and post-
colonial race relations that was to come. 
Yet as the 400th anniversary of the Duyfken 
visit approached, it would be Janszoon’s 
chart and maritime mapping more 
generally that would become a significant 
focus of commemorations. The Australia 
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Abraham Ortelius’s map 
of the world, published in 
1570, shows a large land 
mass across the bottom of 
the planet which Ortelius 
labelled Terra Australis 
Nondum Cognita, or 
Southern Land Not Yet 
Known. (Abraham Ortelius, 
Theatrum Orbis Terrarum)
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on the Map (AOTM) project, in particular, 
celebrated the event by focusing on ‘the 
many mariners who (whether by accident 
or design) charted our coasts – and put 
“Australia on the map”, thereby making it 
known to the world.’
For Fryer Library it was an opportunity too 
good to miss. With help from colleagues 
from the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Library, Fryer staff resolved to curate a 
map exhibition which would showcase 
some of the library’s historically significant 
maps, atlases and journals. Rather than a 
narrow focus on maritime or map history, 
staff drew on Fryer’s collection strength in 
Australian history and its own corporate 
expertise to place the mapping story in a 
broader historical context.
The exhibition was divided into five 
chronological categories. The first section 
focused on Aboriginal Australia with 
emphasis on indigenous notions of place 
and space and how these differ from 
concepts informing non-indigenous maps. 
Whereas European maps were a record 
of exploration and often a precursor to 
dispossession and exploitation, Aboriginal 
knowledge of territory was defined by a 
commitment to country and a communal 
and cooperative approach to resource 
use. Aboriginal representations of land 
and waterways emphasised the cultural 
significance of sites, a tradition which 
continues to influence many Aboriginal 
artists today. Fryer’s exhibition displayed 
paintings by David Mowaljarlai and 
Mantatjara Wilson reproduced in the 
Macquarie Atlas of Indigenous Australia. 
Mowaljarlai’s drawing of Australia 
‘envisions the whole continent as a 
human body, with the navel located near 
Uluru. The squares represent Indigenous 
communities, linked together by a grid 
of lines to show spiritual and social 
Above:  
Carte generale de la nouvelle 
Hollande, the first complete 
outline of the Australian 
coastline ever to be 
published, was the product 
of charts produced during 
the French expedition to 
Australia in 1801 and 1802 
commanded by Nicolas 
Baudin. The carte generale 
and other maps from the 
expedition were published 
as an atlas in 1811, after 
Baudin’s death, by one of the 
expedition’s cartographers, 
Louis Freycinet. (Louis 
Freycinet, Voyage de 
découvertes aux terres 
australes. Atlas, 1811)
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connections.’ Wilson’s painting ‘tells the 
story of how our old people were cared 
for in the old days all over Australia…’ 
Pre-seventeenth century European maps 
of the region were the focus of the second 
part of the exhibition. Gerardus Mercator’s 
world maps of 1538 and 1569 (a facsimile 
of which was displayed), maps produced 
in the French port city of Dieppe between 
1542 and 1587, Abraham Ortelius’ world 
atlas of 1570 (also displayed) and Rumold 
Mercator’s map of 1587 all show a land 
mass stretching across the bottom of the 
globe – known by the Dieppe mapmakers 
as Java La Grande. Although some of these 
maps may embody knowledge gleaned 
from the peoples of the Malay Peninsula 
and the Indonesian archipelago, or even 
from the Chinese whom Gavin Menzies 
has claimed charted the Queensland 
coastline in the early fifteenth century, most 
historians favour the view that depictions 
of Java La Grande were inspired more by 
imagination and hypothesis than fact.
The third section of the exhibition 
surveyed Dutch charting of Australia, 
beginning with Janzsoon’s efforts in 
1606. Janzsoon was an employee of the 
United East India Company or Vereenigde 
Oostindische Companie (VOC). Created 
in 1602 and given the authority by the new 
Dutch republic to maintain armed forces, 
make treaties and declare war, the VOC 
soon became the hegemonic regional 
power, leaving Portugal with a mere 
remnant presence in Timor, Solor, Flores, 
Goa and Macao.
Knowledge accumulated from successive 
Dutch and other European visits to 
Australian waters allowed seventeenth-
century cartographers to produce quite 
detailed maps of mainland Australia from 
Cape York Peninsula anti-clockwise to the 
Great Australian Bight. Abel Tasman was 
one of the most significant contributors. 
Facsimiles of charts from his 1642 voyage, 
during which he discovered Van Diemen’s 
Land (Tasmania) and claimed it for the 
Netherlands, and his 1644 return visit, 
were chosen for display.
Apart from Tasman’s flag raising, the VOC 
showed little interest in colonising what 
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Arrowsmith’s Chart of the 
Pacific Ocean, published 
in 1816, consolidated 
and popularised Western 
knowledge of Australian 
coastal geography. While 
directly indebted to the 
work of Baudin and Flinders, 
maps of this era were the 
culmination of centuries 
of European contact with 
Asian sources and direct 
encounters with the 
Australian continent and 
its people. (Arrowsmith’s 
Chart of the Pacific Ocean. 
Edinburgh: A Constable & 
Co, 1816)
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they found in the southern seas. Most of 
their reports were sceptical about local 
commercial opportunities, and their focus 
remained on defending and developing 
their lucrative East Indies empire. This 
story would change, however, with 
the rise of the English and French as 
competing world powers. Imperial rivalry 
would generate a new strategic interest 
in colonising territories irrespective of 
immediate economic prospects. Section 
four of the exhibition covered this new 
phase, beginning with William Dampier’s 
expedition to Australia in 1699.
One of the most significant events of the 
new period was James Cook’s voyage 
in 1770. Ostensibly a scientific mission 
to Tahiti to observe the transit of Venus, 
Cook carried additional instructions to 
discover a “Continent or land of great 
extent” and, if found, record details of 
its people and natural environment and 
“with the Consent of the Natives … take 
possession of Convenient Situations in 
the Country in the Name of the King of 
Great Britain.” Fryer Library has significant 
holdings relating to the voyage, and several 
examples of Cook’s cartographical work 
along Australia’s eastern coastline were 
included in the exhibition. 
Like Janszoon before him, Cook was an 
interloper in Aboriginal territory. A loyal 
representative of an expansionist empire, 
committed to a mission founded on the 
desire for colonial conquest, he was not 
culturally or politically predisposed to 
respect indigenous territorial sovereignty 
as he navigated the Endeavour up the 
Australian coast. Charts and guns thus 
went hand in hand, with Cook personally 
involved in two documented clashes 
with Aborigines. On one occasion, in the 
Endeavour River (Cooktown), Cook led 
his men in an armed skirmish after his 
crew enraged local people by refusing to 
return twelve turtles, captured without 
the locals’ consent. Muskets were fired, 
drawing blood from one man, Cook tells 
us, from a distance of about forty yards.
By mid-August 1770 the Endeavour had 
reached Torres Strait. Cook’s survey of 
the eastern coastline had finally completed 
the basic outline of continental Australia, 
although large stretches still remained 
uncharted, particularly in Bass Strait which 
the Europeans had not yet discovered. On 
22 August he and the naturalists Joseph 
Banks and Daniel Solander landed on what 
Cook named Possession Island. They hoisted 
the flag and proclaimed the eastern seaboard 
of Australia discovered for King George.
The French, meanwhile, were equally 
keen to make claims in the Pacific. In fact, 
two years before Cook’s voyage along 
the Queensland coast, Louis-Antoine de 
Bougainville, with the vessels Boudeuse and 
Etoile, reached the outer Barrier Reef after 
sailing from the New Hebrides. Only an 
isolated coral reef about 200 kilometres 
east of modern day Cooktown prevented 
him reaching and presumably claiming 
Australia for France. In 1772, the French 
did manage to claim Australia, or at least 
its west coast, when Louis François Alesno 
de Saint-Allouarn, captaining the Gros 
Ventre, sent a party ashore on Dirk Hartog 
Island. They hoisted the flag and buried a 
proclamation and two French coins in a 
bottle. For reasons that are not entirely 
clear, France did not formally recognise the 
claim and the proclamation lay buried until 
unearthed by archaeologists in 1998.
Other French expeditions to the region in 
this period added to Europe’s cartographical 
knowledge, especially Beautemps-
Beaupré’s work in charting the Australian 
coastline during Antoine d’Entrecasteaux’s 
circumnavigation of the continent in 1792-
93. But no new French claims over the 
Australian territories were forthcoming. In 
January 1788 Arthur Phillip arrived in Port 
Jackson with orders to establish a British 
penal colony. It was the first permanent 
European settlement in Australia.
The fifth and final section of the exhibition 
dealt with two mariners of the post-
settlement period: Nicolas Baudin and 
Matthew Flinders. After a series of voyages 
into Bass Strait, around Van Diemen’s 
Land and along the eastern mainland 
coast, Flinders was given command of 
the Investigator and sent to chart the 
continent’s underbelly and areas not 
already mapped by Cook. He began his 
survey of the south coast from Cape 
Leeuwin on 6 December 1801. Over 
the next fifteen months he meticulously 
surveyed the perimeter of the continent 
anti-clockwise from the far south-western 
corner to the eastern Arnhem Land 
coast, returning to Port Jackson around 
the western perimeter. Flinders’ charting 
method, like Beautemps-Beaupré’s before 
him, was based on careful triangulation 
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between the ship and two points ashore, 
allowing for far greater accuracy than the 
flying survey method used by Cook.
For most of the voyage he was joined by 
Bungaree, an Eora man from Broken Bay. 
Bungaree had accompanied Flinders as 
interpreter and mediator on one of his 
earlier expeditions. Although he did not 
know the local languages, his presence 
is believed to have facilitated amicable 
contact with Aboriginal groups on a 
number of occasions. An encounter with 
Aborigines at Point Skirmish (Bribie Island) 
during the earlier expedition ended in 
bloodshed, however, when Flinders’ crew 
opened fire on the locals. In the fracas, 
several Aborigines were shot.
On 8 April 1802, having just navigated 
between Kangaroo Island and the mainland 
of south-eastern South Australia, Flinders 
came across Frenchman, Nicolas Baudin, 
and his ship Geographé. Baudin, together 
with Emanuel Hamelin on the Naturaliste, 
had been sent to complete the mapping 
of New Holland and conduct scientific 
research. He was also under instruction 
to report whether Britain had established 
a colony in Van Diemen’s Land. Between 
them Baudin and Hamelin, with assistance 
from Louis Freycinet aboard the Casuarina, 
undertook detailed surveys of Tasmania 
and the western and southern mainland 
coasts. The coast between Western Port 
and Nuyts Archipelago they named Terra 
Napoleon, despite Flinders having reached 
it before them.
Although he never lived to see it, Baudin’s 
map of New Holland, published by 
Freycinet in 1811, was the first complete 
published map of Australia. After being 
imprisoned by the French in Mauritius for 
seven years, Flinders eventually returned 
to England and lived just long enough to 
witness the publication of his journals and 
map in July 1814. Fryer is fortunate to hold 
first edition copies of both publications: 
Louis Freycinet’s Voyage de découvertes 
aux terres australes. Atlas (1811) and 
Matthew Flinders’ Charts of Terra Australis 
or Australia: Showing the Parts Explored 
Between 1798-1803 (1814).
The mapping of the Australian coastline 
did not end with Baudin and Flinders, of 
course. But the publication of their work 
and the consolidation of British settlement 
on the Australian coast marked a shift in 
the central story of charts, commerce and 
conquest away from the sea and towards 
the receding inland frontier. The exhibition 
thus ends with Flinders, or more precisely, 
with Bungaree, Flinders’ interpreter, 
mediator and advisor. Described by 
Flinders as a ‘worthy and brave fellow’, 
Bungaree helped make Australia known 
to the world. But he would die a beggar 
in Sydney in 1830, his contribution 
overshadowed by the impact of ongoing 
frontier violence and dispossession.
JEFF RICKERTT is a librarian in the Fryer 
Library and a PhD graduate of UQ’s 
School of History, Philosophy, Religion and 
Classics. He secretly admires pirates and 
traces his love of nautical maps to an early 
encounter with Stevenson’s Treasure Island.
in memoriam
Joan Frances Priest
J oan Priest, who died in March last year, had a long and close association with Fryer Library. In 1978 she became a founding member of the Friends of Fryer, with Professor Laurie Hergenhan 
as its inaugural president. She was president of Friends of Fryer from 
1984 to 1986, in that time leading the funding drive by Friends of Fryer 
to publish Australian Playscripts : a checklist of unpublished scripts in the 
Hanger Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland. In this and in 
other Friends of Fryer activities, Joan was an enthusiastic supporter of 
the library. She was also involved in the wider literary community of 
Brisbane, notably as a member of the Warana Literary Arts Committee, 
and as Queensland representative for the Australian Society of Authors. 
She was a poet and playwright, but is probably best-known for her 
biographies of significant Queenslanders, such as Sir Harry Gibbs and Sir 
Leslie Thiess. Her autobiography, The Literary Precipice, was published 
in 1998, and in that year she was awarded a Medal of the Order of 
Australia, for service to literature. Fryer Library holds a collection of 
works by Joan Priest, in published and in manuscript form, and the 
database, AustLit: The Resource for Australian Literature, also lists many of 
her works. 
Photograph reproduced by kind permission of Mr Brian Halligan.
The Charts, Commerce 
and Conquest exhibition is 
currently being prepared 
for digital display accessible 
from the Fryer homepage.
